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Calendar of Events
 
DATE EVENT/DEADLINE LOCATION

10/02 - 10/04/25 Region 8 Fall Assembly Anchorage, AK

10/08 - 10/11/25 ASCE 2025 Convention Seattle, WA

 

Region 8 Director's Corner
 

Greetings!
We are drawing to an end of Election Month for ASCE Society president,
directors and regional governors. If you have not yet voted, I encourage you to
do so, participating in electing the group of leaders for the next three years is
helping to set the direction for our society.
 
▸ Read More
 

Governor Spotlight
 

 

Section Spotlight
 
My Alaska Visit on April 12-18, 2025
By: Oceana Francis, Region 8 Governor
 
My visit with the Mat-su Branch; Anchorage Branch; Anchorage YMF;
University of Alaska Anchorage Student Chapter; Fairbanks Branch;
University of Alaska Fairbanks Student Chapter; Alaska Section. My trip
began on Saturday, April 12, 2025, as I boarded a plane from Honolulu. I felt a
rush of excitement and tried to remember the last time I had been to Alaska.
“Too many years,” I thought to myself — time has a way of slipping by so
quickly these days. The only direct flights from Honolulu to Anchorage were
red-eye flights, so I boarded the plane bracing for a sleepless night. Arriving in
Anchorage at 8 a.m. on Sunday after a red-eye flight was anything but
enjoyable, but I was grateful that the Aviator Hotel Anchorage allowed me to
check in early. Alaska hospitality, thank you. After checking in, I prepared for
the busy week ahead.
 
Mat-su Branch, April 14. On Monday, April 14, I had the pleasure of giving a
presentation to the Mat-Su Branch at Mat-Su College in Palmer, AK. The
hybrid meeting was a great opportunity to connect with both in-person and
virtual attendees. It was a well organized meeting led by the current branch
officers: Mwasi Mwamba (President), Isaak Bell (Secretary), and Region 8
Director, Tor Anderzen, who is currently serving as Mat-su’s Treasurer. It was
inspiring to see that all attending members had previously served as ASCE
officers, demonstrating their continued commitment to the profession and the
society. The Mat-Su Branch is actively seeking new officers and committee
chairs. If you're located in the Mat-Su area and are interested in getting
involved, now is a great time to sign up and contribute to the future of the
branch!
 
Anchorage, Mat-su, YMF Dinner, April 14. Later that day, Alaska Section
President Ali Sacks organized a wonderful ASCE Welcome Dinner at
Matanuska Brewing in Eagle River. The event brought together attendees from
the Anchorage and Mat-Su areas, including members from the Alaska Section,
Anchorage Branch, Mat-Su Branch, and Anchorage YMF. The food was
delicious, and it was a great opportunity to reconnect with familiar faces and
welcome new ones. Events like this remind us of the strong sense of
community within ASCE and the importance of coming together to support one
another.

Figure 1. Thank you to the Mat-Su Branch for the warm welcome and
thoughtful gift! Photo taken on April 14, 2025, provided by Oceana Francis.
 
Anchorage Branch, April 15.
On April 15, I spent the day with the Anchorage Branch and the University of
Alaska Anchorage (UAA) Student Chapter. Conveniently, the Anchorage
Branch typically holds their April meeting at UAA, so the timing worked out
perfectly. I had the opportunity to present to the Anchorage Branch, while they
recognized the ASCE Life Members. It was truly rewarding to meet everyone—
from enthusiastic students to esteemed Life Members. I’d say that’s a full circle
moment, wouldn’t you? The current officers of the Anchorage Branch are: Ori
Miller (President), Matt Haymes (Vice-President), Kim Bustillos (Treasurer),
Secretary (Jason McKee). For a complete list of Anchorage Branch officers
and committee members, please visit here.
 

Figure 2. Group photo with the ASCE Anchorage Branch Executive Board at
the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA). Standing beside me, from left to
right: Jason McKee (Secretary), Ori Miller (President), Kim Bustillos
(Treasurer), and Matt Haymes (Vice President). Photo taken on April 15, 2025,
provided by Oceana Francis.

Figure 3. It was a heartfelt reunion at the University of Alaska Anchorage,
reconnecting with former Tryck Nyman Hayes colleagues from two decades
ago—who also happen to be fellow UAA alumni. From left to right in the photo:
Virginia Groeschel (former Region 8 Governor), John Trapp, and myself. It’s
always special to reflect on where we started and the lasting connections
formed through both professional and academic experiences. Photo taken on
April 15, 2025, provided by Oceana Francis.
 
UAA Student Chapter, April 15. The UAA Student Chapter held their kickoff
meeting for the Pacific Northwest Symposium on April 15. In attendance were
two UAA Student Chapter officers, Dr. Joey Yang, UAA Faculty Advisor, and a
student from the University of Washington Seattle, who will help host the
Concrete Canoe portion of the event. Also joining part of the meeting were Dr.
Scott Hamel, Chair of the UAA Department of Civil Engineering; Greg Kinney,
Region 8 Governor; and Virginia Groeschel, Past Region 8 Governor. The
University of Washington will host the Concrete Canoe competition on April 11,
2026, while the University of Alaska Anchorage, as the main host, will organize
all other events—including the Steel Bridge competition—on April 18, 2026. If
you are interested in volunteering or sponsoring the event, please contact Joe
Pavia-Jones, UAA Student Chapter President. It was also a real privilege to
tour the UAA Engineering building and labs—an impressive facility that reflects
the university’s strong commitment to engineering education.

Figure 4. Touring the engineering labs, including the wave flume facility. Many
thanks to Dr. Scott Hamel, Chair of the Civil Engineering Department, for the
insightful tour and hospitality. It's inspiring to see the hands-on learning
opportunities available to UAA students. Photo taken on April 15, 2025,
provided by Oceana Francis.

Figure 5. Pictured here is Dr. Scott Hamel (Chair of the UAA Civil Engineering
Department and former ASCE faculty advisor), alongside the 2025 UAA Steel
Bridge team at the University of Alaska Anchorage. Photo taken on April 15,
2025, provided by Oceana Francis.

Figure 6. Pictured are (left of me), Maya Wall, UAA Student Chapter Vice-
President and Dr. Joey Yang, UAA Faculty Advisor, and (right of me) Joe
Pavia-Jones, UAA Student Chapter President; alongside the University of
Washington (UW) Planning Committee (joining virtually) during the kickoff
meeting for the 2026 Pacific Northwest Symposium (PNWS). The University of
Washington will host the Concrete Canoe competition on April 11, 2026, while
the University of Alaska Anchorage, as the main host, will organize all other
events—including the Steel Bridge competition—on April 18, 2026. If you are
interested in volunteering or sponsoring the event, please contact Joe Pavia-
Jones, UAA ASCE President. Photo taken on April 15, 2025, courtesy of
Oceana Francis.
 
Fairbanks Branch Industry, April 16. My primary reason for visiting
Fairbanks was to help the Fairbanks Branch regain its former strength as a
Branch. Meeting with Fairbanks industry leaders was essential to this effort.
Thanks to David Prusack, past Region 8 Governor, who initiated the
invitations, and Greg Kinney, current Region 8 Governor, who followed
through, my role was streamlined and focused. Leading the meeting, we
reviewed the branch’s history, current status, future plans, and the
commitments needed from volunteers. The industry attendees left the meeting
considering officer roles and how they might contribute. We aim to schedule a
second follow-up meeting in June 2025. The ASCE Fairbanks Branch kickoff
meeting is planned to be held at UAF in September 2025, as the UAF faculty
are eager to host the first official meeting on campus to engage students,
pending agreement from ASCE officers.
 
Fairbanks Branch Academia, UAF Student Chapter, April 17. April 17 was
a full and rewarding day focused on the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF)
and the academic side of the Fairbanks Branch. I had the privilege of
presenting to the UAF ASCE Student Chapter, a vibrant and engaged group
known for hosting guest speakers at their weekly meetings. Dr. Il Sang Ahn,
the chapter’s dedicated Faculty Advisor, participated in both days of activities
—April 16 and 17—demonstrating his strong support for ASCE student
involvement. Beyond the student presentation, I had the opportunity to meet
with UAF College of Engineering and Mines Dean Dr. William Schnabel, faculty
members, and a graduate student—all expressing interest in contributing to the
re-establishment of the ASCE Fairbanks Branch. Their enthusiasm and
willingness to participate mark a promising step forward in our efforts to bring
the branch back to life. This collaboration between students, faculty, and ASCE
leadership sets a strong foundation for the future of the Fairbanks Branch.

Figure 7. Pictured here beside me, from left to right: Darya Kholodova, 2024–
2025 President of the UAF ASCE Student Chapter; Griffin Bailly, 2025–2026
President; and Dr. William Schnabel, Dean of the UAF College of Engineering
and Mines. Photo taken on April 17, 2025, provided by Oceana Francis.

 
Figure 8. The UAF ASCE Student Chapter Executive Board / Steel Bridge
Team showcasing their award-winning bridge. Beside me, from left to right:
Darya Kholodova and Griffin Bailly, leaders of the UAF ASCE Student Chapter
and Steel Bridge Team, pictured with their bridge that earned 2nd place at the
2025 Pacific Northwest Symposium Regional Competition. The team is now
preparing to compete at the National Steel Bridge Competition, to be held at
Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa at the end of May. There’s still time to
support their journey—donations can be made here. Photo taken on April 17,
2025, provided by Oceana Francis.
Support the UAF ASCE Steel Bridge Team!
Congratulations to the UAF ASCE Student Chapter for their outstanding
performance at the 2025 Regional Steel Bridge Competition! The team has
qualified for the National Competition, which will take place May 30–31, 2025,
at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa.
To help cover rising travel costs, the UAF CEM Steel Bridge Team has
launched a special spring fundraiser. Contributions of any amount are greatly
appreciated and will directly support the team's journey to nationals.
How to Donate:

Online: https://bit.ly/UAFSteelBridge
(Please designate your donation to "CEM ASCE Student Competition")

By check or QR code: See below for details.

Special Sponsor Opportunity:
 Sponsors donating $60 or more can have their name or a short message
inscribed on a bridge piece and will also receive a social media shout-out from
the Student Chapter!
For questions or suggestions, please contact Griffin Bailly.
Let’s help send UAF to nationals—thank you for your support!

Figure 9. UAF Steel Bridge Team placed 2nd Overall at the 2025 Pacific
Northwest Symposium (PNWS) Regional Competition and has earned a spot
at the National Competition, taking place at the end of May 2025. There’s still
time to support their journey—donations can be made here. Photo taken on
April 5, 2025, provided by Darya Kholodova.

Figure 10. 2025 National Steel Bridge Competition Fundraising information
sheet for the ASCE Student Chapter at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.
 
Alaska Section, April 18. April 18 marked my final day in Alaska, which was
spent with the Alaska Section. The Alaska Section hosts hybrid meetings,
including two half-day meetings each year—one in the Fall and one in the
Spring. I had the opportunity to attend the Spring half-day meeting in person,
held at Kuna Engineering's office in the Dimond Center, Anchorage. The
Alaska Section meets monthly, with representation from at least one officer
from each Student Chapter, Younger Member Forum (YMF), Branch, and the
Section itself. Governors and the Director are also regularly in attendance,
contributing to a comprehensive and collaborative leadership environment.
Alaska Section’s responsibilities differ from those of the Branches, where the
Branches are more member-focused, directly engaging with local members,
whereas the Section plays a broader coordinating role.
 
In summary, it was encouraging to see the Alaska Section and the Anchorage
Branch doing well and actively engaged. The Student Chapters at the
University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) and the University of Alaska Anchorage
(UAA) are also performing well, especially given their size and the unique
challenges they face. The Mat-Su Branch, Anchorage Younger Member Forum
(YMF), and the Fairbanks Branch could use additional engagement and
members willing to step up and lead. Support and interest from the engineering
community in ASCE has never been more critical than now. Strengthening
these groups will require continued collaboration, outreach, and resource-
sharing across the Section and Region. The trip itself was packed with activity,
and the time flew by quickly. I had set ambitious goals for this visit, and while
there is always more to do, I saw that meaningful progress was made. I’m
already looking forward to returning to Anchorage for the Fall Assembly
Meeting in early October 2025. I hope to see broader participation at that
meeting, particularly from the Fairbanks, Juneau and Ketchikan Branches, as
their presence would further enrich the dialogue and strengthen the statewide
network.
 
Special thanks to Greg Kinney (Region 8 Governor), Virginia Groeschel
(past Region 8 Governor), Ali Sacks (Alaska Section President), Tor
Anderzen (Region 8 Director), Mwasi Mwamba (Mat-su Branch President),
David Prusak (past Region 8 Governor), Dr. Bill Schnabel (UAF College of
Engineering Dean), Dr. Joey Yang (UAA Faculty Advisor) and Dr. Scott
Hamel (UAA Dept. Chair).
 

Other News
 

Got any news you would like to share? Please send us an email to
asceregion8@gmail.com

 

Thank You to Our Sponsor!
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