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Ernesto

Vision of Geographic Board of Governors: Region 7 is a welcoming,

collaborative community that offers resources, professional growth,

opportunity for leadership and sets the standard of success for all

regions.

Mission: Inspires, engages and connects our members and local units

through communication, networking and leadership opportunities.
Director's Report: Serving on the Board of Direction for ASCE has been an

unforgettable experience. I have one more year of my 3-year term remaining,

and I want to be sure our members know what we are doing at the society

level and the Region level; to give you a peek at what we are doing. Who

knows, maybe you’ll find yourself in this role soon (I sure hope so!).

Throughout this upcoming year, I will engage in

in-person and virtual Board of Direction

meetings and Board of Governor meetings, and

serve on a few standing and task committees

(Program & Finance, Leader Training Task

Committee). I will also visit local Sections,
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Branches, Younger Member Groups, and

Student Sections (South Dakota, Wyoming,

Colorado Western Slope, Nebraska, to name a

few). I travel around the United States,

financially supported primarily by ASCE, for in-

person meetings and events like the Fly-In and the Multi-Regional Leadership Conference

(MRLC), generally held adjacent to an in-person board meeting. My employer, Bartlett & West,

plays a significant role in graciously providing any financial support not covered by ASCE and

allowing me a flexible schedule to accommodate these meetings and events. I am charged by

these visits! I’m learning what’s happening locally and around the world, offering ideas to

challenges I learn about through my visits. This idea sharing is central to my role as Director.

We have seven (7) Region 7 Governors and

evolving number of Corresponding Members,

including my predecessor as past Director now

serving as ASCE’s Chief Operating Officer

(COO), Edward Stafford) and a past Director

serving as society’s Past President, Marsia

Geldert-Murphey. We are exceedingly lucky to

have this wonderful leadership to support us in

Region 7.

Society Wide: I truly hope you see what is

happening in civil engineering, the progress

and evolution, and find yourself asking: “How

can I be a part of the decisions being made

today that will impact our world tomorrow?”

Below are just a few things that have piqued my

interest in the last year. Some of these are

sparked by ASCE-MacGillivray Freeman film

Cities of the Future, playing at a theater near

you, and others through board meeting

discussions. You’ll notice links to articles and information embedded in the bulleted list that I

found interesting related to each of these topics. Please be curious and explore these and

other topics that attract you. Find a way to be part of the conversation, provide your unique

insight, and be part of a positive change as we move forward in this world:

• We are preparing for and

stepping into the design of an

evolving world where flying cars

are already navigating our air

space. A pilot program is

currently underway in New York,

with plans to become permanent
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as soon as 2025. Rules are in

development stage for flying car

air travel, how can our traffic

engineers be a part of this

conversation?

• Living buildings are

transforming our landscape!

How are our structural engineers

and those designing buildings

adapting to and planning for this

sustainable yet challenging designs?

• How are we involved in the green power revolution? Civil engineers are essential to the

buildings and accessibility for these projects. Familiarize yourself with ASCE policy

statements on renewable Energy as well as Hazardous and Solid Waste disposal.

As a member of ASCE, you can listen in to the

public portion of our Board of Direction

meetings. Watch your email for the invitation,

agenda and meeting link, or reach out to me

and I’ll make sure you get it. This is an

incredibly opportunity that you can and should

take advantage of!

Region 7: Not only are we shaking things up at

Society level, but we’re also making strategic

improvements at the Region level. The

Governors developed and approved our Region

7 Strategic Plan in 2022. Priorities that we chose to focus on include engaging Sections and

Branches in different areas, like 1) Cities of the Future initiatives and 2) increasing member

participation in our two Student Symposia:

• Mid America Student Symposium co-hosted by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln & the

University of Nebraska-Omaha April 3-5, 2025 and

• Rocky Mountain Student Symposium hosted by Colorado State University April 10-12, 2025

in Fort Collins, CO.

Another priority was to 3)

magnify our members through

communication to our recent

student member graduates that

they are automatically registered

as a professional member after

graduation and up to 18 months
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after graduation (your

membership is free for the

duration of your studies and the

first year after you graduate!)

We’re also 4) promoting

communication and idea sharing

with two focuses:

• The R7 Communication

Roundtable which will be held

virtually and discuss topics

such as the new Collaborate

Thrive update and how Region 7

is using it, social media student

engagement and any other

communication related topics

you’d like to discuss.

• Our Region 7 LinkedIn page

has 638 followers as I write this,

and we’d like to double that in

2025. It is our primary resource

to promote what is happening in and topics important to our Region 7 members. Reach out to

your designated Governor to share something your local posts with the Region!

As I reminisce on 2024, and the past few years

being in this Director role, I am so proud of

what we have achieved and look forward to all

that is to come as a civil engineer, and as an

ASCE member! Know that your insight is

important, we are the experts of Civil

Engineering, and that your Region 7 leadership,

me and the Governors, are here for you. Please

reach with any questions, and ideas you’d like

to formulate into reality but need a little more

assistance with, financial support through our

Region 7 Grant program, or to get a STEM

outreach or “Send a Kid to the Future” event

together. We’re here for you!
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Upcoming Regional Event - 2025 MRLC

Thank you,

Erin Steever, PE, ENV SP, F.ASCE

Director, Region 7

erin.steever@bartwest.com

Get ready for an unforgettable experience at the 2025 Multi-Regional Leaders Conference

(MRLC) in Cleveland, OH!  From February 28 to March 1, join fellow Student Members,

Younger Members, Section & Branch Leaders, and Regional Governors from Regions 3, 6, and

7 for an action-packed weekend of inspiration, collaboration, and leadership growth. What’s in

store?

- Dynamic general sessions to spark ideas and innovation

- Tailored workshops, including:

Central Region Younger Member Council (CRYMC)

Workshop for Section, Branch, and Institute Leaders (WSBIL)

Workshop for Student Chapter Leaders (WSCL)

Connect with like-minded leaders, sharpen your skills, and make an impact on your

community and career. Discounted Registration ends January 9th. Don’t miss this chance to

shape the future of civil engineering!

Sponsorships still available for the CYRMC!
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ASCE South Dakota Section

ASCE Wyoming Section
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ASCE Nebraska Section

ASCE Iowa Section
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ASCE Kansas Section

ASCE Kansas City Section

ASCE St. Louis Section
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ASCE Colorado Section

Are you the Section/Branch/Younger Members/Student Group

Communications Chair or are interested in better communicating your ASCE

activities? Be on the lookout for Region 7's Communications Roundtable!

We'll share Communications strategies on how to use LinkedIn, Informz for

announcements for events and newsletters, and other Social Media to be

where members are. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January

30th.
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