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2 – Membership Development


Graduation Ceremony for Students Transitioning to Professional Members 

General project description: Host a graduation ceremony at colleges and universities with graduating students to welcome them to the profession.
· Ask members nearby to put on a program and invite Section and/or Branch members to attend the ceremony and recognize their students.
· Contact the university Civil Engineering department to find out when their graduation takes place
· Request a list of Student Members from ASCE Headquarters scheduled to graduate
· Invite all graduating CE students to ceremony
· Have ASCE graduation stoles made in country for graduating ASCE Student Members. Alternatively purchase stoles from ASCE Gift Store by contacting giftstore@asce.org (international shipping fees apply) 
· Select a dynamic speaker, and develop a script for the ceremony that welcomes students to the profession and educates them about the value of ASCE membership after graduation 
· Note: all graduating students will be automatically upgraded to a professional grade for free. Local leaders should engage these new professionals and incorporate them into your Section and/or Branch programs and activities.
Those in charge: Section and/or Branch Membership Chair and Faculty Advisors/member liaisons/ Practitioner Advisors to the schools. 
Recommendations:
· Ask ASCE Global Programs staff for a list of newly graduated students that have transitioned and send them a congratulations and thank you letter on becoming an ASCE member.  A letter template is attached below. Double click on it to open as a new document.
· As part of the letter, or separately, include a specific invitation to new members to attend a Section and/or Branch meeting, and consider offering free registration to them as a gift for their first meeting.
· Follow up after three months with the new Members who have not responded or gotten involved.  A letter template is attached below.
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· Include an item in the Section and/or Branch newsletter, such as a letter from the Section and/or Branch President congratulating all college and university graduates and remind them of their automatic upgrade to ASCE professional membership. A sample letter for the newsletter is provided below. Double click on it to open as a new document. 
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                    July 6, 2021       Dear  Graduating Students,       I offer my c ongratulations  to you  on your recent graduation.  I am   proud to see  so many  ASCE Student Members  graduate and  I   wish you the best of luck in your future career.     As a graduate, you are now part of the large st   network of civil  engineers in the world .  I   urge you to stay  connected  to your  fellow ASCE members  by attending  local events, activities and programs .   LOCAL SECTION TAILORED  INFORMATION.       Now that you have graduated, I encourage you to join ASCE as a professional member. ASCE offers discounts to  new baccalaureate graduates , and discounts on technical publications and continuing education.         Again, co ngratulations on your success, and welcome to the  profession.        Sincerely,       LOCAL SECTION LEADER   SIGNATURE      
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                    June 27, 2022       STUDENT MEMBER NAME   ADDRESS     Dear  STUDENT MEMBER NAME ,     Congratulations on your recent graduation. We are proud to see so many ASCE Student Members  graduate,   and  we wish you the best of luck in your future career.     As a graduate, you are now part of the largest network of civil engineers in the world. We urge y ou to stay  connected to your  fellow ASCE members  by attending  local events,  activities,   and programs . LOCAL SECTION  TAILORED INFORMATION.       ASCE offers the   first year of professional membership for free to existing ASCE student members   through the  student  auto - upgrade process. After your free membership year, members 28 years old and under pay 50%  reduced Society dues. For more information, go to  www.asce.org/dues .         Again, congratulations on your success, and welcome to the profession.        Sincerely,       LOCAL SECTION LEADERSHIP SIGNATURE      
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