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	1. Section, Branch
	San Diego Section
	

	2. Section/Branch Size
	Very Large
	

	3. Project Contact
	

	Name
	Tim Murphy

	Phone Number
	(619) 688-1483

	Email
	tmurphy@rickengineering.com

	4. Project Category
	Public Outreach

	5. Project Description

	Compile and publish a collection of Life Member Memoirs

	6. The Process
(What you did, When and How)
	This was a special undertaking as part of the San Diego Section Centennial in 2015. The idea came from David Akers, a Section Life Member. We developed a questionnaire for the Life Members to give them ideas on how to approach writing their memoir. The questionnaire was sent out in the fall of 2013 to all Life Members, giving them 2-3 months to respond. We have about 300 Life Members in the San Diego Section. 
Not many had responded to our initial request (maybe 5 responded). Being a little disappointed, we sent out another request in the winter of 2014. Again, there was very little response and we were up to about 8 participants.
We decided to reach out personally to the Life Members we knew. Dave and I took about 20 members each and started to call them. One suggestion we offered to the Life Members was to have someone meet them and record their interview. We would then transcribe the interview and submit it to them for editing. There were three women from The Younger Member Forum that offered to interview the Life Members. We started this in the spring of 2014. 
Interviewing and transcribing was convenient for the Life Members, but took much longer to accomplish. Everyone was fitting this in while maintaining their regular work duties. 
The last half of 2014 was spent interviewing, transcribing, and collecting the last of the memoirs. The original schedule was to have the memoirs published and released in early 2015 for the start of our Centennial Year celebration. We ended up publishing the final document in May of 2015 and distributing/selling copies at our June membership meeting. The total cost to publish the Memoirs was about $2000 for 100 copies. We gave free copies to the Life Members that were included in the Memoirs and to Members who helped publish the document. We are selling the remaining copies for $25 each to help defray some of the costs. To date, we have given out about 40 copies to those that are in the document or helped prepare it, we have sold about 30 copies, and we are selling the rest at the monthly meetings.  

	7. Those in Charge (Committee, Task Committee, Etc.)
	Dave Akers and Tim Murphy- Life Member Memoirs Committee Co-Chairs
Karibia Baillargeon, Elizabeth Schroth-Nichols, and Jennifer Scott- YMF members

	8. Time Frame
(When Started, When Completed)
	Started: fall 2013. Completed: summer 2015

	9. Success Factors
(The Parts that Worked Really Well)
	Having the Younger Members help out with the interviewing and transcribing the memoirs.

	10. Setback Factors
(The Parts that did Not Work Well)
	Getting a good response from the Life Members, in general. Engineers, especially if they are retired, do not seem to want to write about themselves. We ended up with 35 memoirs out of about 300 Life Members. About a third of the memoirs were the result of an interview and transcribing the notes/recordings. Three were written after the members had passed away.

	11. Creativity
(This is something off the wall that we did)
	

	12. Administration
(What was most Important?)
	

	13. Follow-Up
(What was most important?)
	

	14. Recommendations
(What you should ALWAYS do with this project?)
	Have someone that is proficient with a publishing software that can make the document appealing. I happened to have someone in our office that could do this. We gave her credit in the introduction.

	15. Cautions
(What you should NEVER do with this project?)
	

	16. The Outcome
	

	17. Ongoing Activity
(Would you do it again?)
	Yes, there is a thought to update on a periodic basis to include new Life Members and the ones that we missed on the first publication. 
It may be easier for Life Members to participate since we now have an example to show them. I believe initially most Life Members didn’t participate because they didn’t have any notion of what the contents should be about. They didn’t know how long it should be, the types of topics, whether or not their personal life should be included, etc. Now that we have something to show them as an example it should help with participation. 

	18. Speaker Contact Information 
(person from your Region who would be willing to speak about the Best Practice)
	

	Name
	Tim Murphy, Rick Engineering Company

	Address
	5620 Friars Road, San Diego, CA 92110 

	Phone Number
	619-688-1483

	Email
	tmurphy@rickengineering.com

	19. Additional Comments
	This Best Practice includes the following attachments:
· Invitation to members to participate in the Life Member Memoirs
· Memoir information request form
· Excerpt from 2015 Life Member Memoirs
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December 3, 2013


Name
Address
City, State

Subject: ASCE San Diego Centennial Memoir Project

Dear _____

As part of the San Diego Section’s 100th anniversary in 2015, the Centennial Committee wants to compile a book of memoirs of our Life Members. We are asking your support in this endeavor. The attached form includes some basic topics that you can address, but feel free to add items and be as short or as long as you wish. The objective is to showcase the human, not the “pi-r-squared” side of civil engineers. Funny stories, learning experiences, sad stories, engineering life stories that illustrate the training and practice of civil engineering are the goal. 

Please write down your thoughts and either email to me or mail them to me. My contact information is below.

If you do not have a computer, we can make arrangements for someone to visit with you and transcribe your thoughts. We especially want the Greatest Generation’s input on this project. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance.  If you wish to participate, please respond by February 28, 2014.

If you have any questions, please call.

Respectfully,

David J. Akers, P.E., F. ASCE
Centennial Committee Historian

5841 Amaro Drive
San Diego, CA 92124
858-437-1445
Concrete.aztec@gmail.com


ASCE Member Memoirs
Name:
Membership Grade:
Education:
Professional Registration:
Joined ASCE in _______

Narrative of your engineering career: (Why you chose civil engineering, areas of practice, where you have practiced, significant projects, memorable experiences, the human side of engineering, short summary of your career)

Why should a young person want to become a civil engineer?
If you were mentoring a college student majoring in civil engineering or one who has recently graduated, what advice would you give them?

Professional activities: (Association memberships, leadership positions, significant presentations made or papers written)

Photos: project photos, photos of yourself as a young engineer, photo of yourself today, etc.

Funny stories:

Noteworthy mentors in your career:

Copy of interesting Blueprints:

Hobbies:
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Jacob Dekema

Dekema began his involvement
with ASCE as a student at USC,
went on to become president
of the San Diego Section, and is
now a Distinguished Member. His
advice for young engineers is to
move around to gain experience.
Working in many different districts
gave him various opportunities
to learn new skills and make
new connections. Dekema also
suggested that if you plan to live a
long time, you should start saving
money early.

Being known to his friends and
colleagues as “Shuffle Foot Jake”,
Dekema was never very good at
sports. While he enjoyed body
surfing and playing tennis in his
younger years, his favorite pastime
has always been spending time
with his wife, son, and daughter,
and traveling around the world.

His expertise in transportation
matters led him to write many
articles on the subject, including
a paper titled “The Ecology of
Transportation”, written in 1972,

which articulated his knowledge
of the changing attitude
toward the needed balance
between transportation and the
environment. He has received
many honors, including: keys to the
Cities of San Diego and National
City in 1964, one of the American
Public Works Association’s “Top
Ten Public Works Men of the Year”
in 1972, and Distinguished Civil
Engineering Alumni Award from
USC in 1973.
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Keith E.
Plank

P.E., M.ASCE

REGISTRATION
Registered Professional Engineer,
California

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) - Life Member

CIRCULAR sLIDE RULE

1987

My husband, Keith E. Plank, was a licensed engineer and also a licensed
architect (Keith passed away in January of 2013). Keith's Mother told me
that when he was a little boy he would take his toys apart to see how
they worked and ‘usually’ got them back together, but not always. In his
college years, he had an ultralight airplane with a friend before he had a
car. They stored the plane in a farmer’s barn and took a bus to get there
and to return home. His friend became a Pan Am captain.

Keith was a competitive racing sailor and played tennis into his 70’s. His
projects and accomplishments were with airport planning. He worked
on O’Hare airport, LAX, Denver, and in Greece, New Zealand and Saudi
Arabia.

| am enclosing a ‘rule’ (circular slide rule) with instructions for
multiplications, division, finding square or square roots, proportions, and
logarithms. It belongs in @ museum as a reminder of the complications
and challenges of The Past to how simply these things are done with
computers today! It is yours to keep.

At 5 years of age, Keith fell out of a tree and broke his
left arm. Remember, that was 86 years ago. His
¢ arm never straightened although the doctor
s gave him a bucket filled with stones to
carry, believing it would straighten out!
This handicap disqualified him to
. fly in WWII so he taught celestial
navigation. Surprisingly, it is still
taught as a protection should the
electronic systems fail.

I'm certain your 100th
Anniversary event will be a
great success.

Best Wishes,

Marianne V. Plank
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Myron E.
“Mike”

Nosanov
P.E., L.S., F.ASCE

EDUCATION
B.S. Civil Engineering,
University of Southern California

REGISTRATION

Registered Professional Engineer,
California; Alabama; Arizona;
Colorado; Massachusetts;
Maryland; Nevada; Washington

Registered
Who’s Who in Engineering

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) - Life Member & Fellow

American Academy of
Environmental Engineers &
Scientists (AAEES)

- Diplomat

San Diego County Air Pollution
Control District Hearing Board
- Member & Vice Chair, 1995-2000

American Public Works Association
(APWA) - Member

1988

One of my mostmemorable projects was the Landfill Gas Migration Control
for the University of Massachusetts, Columbia Point Campus in Boston.
The campus was under construction in 1970 when it was discovered that
the entire site was underlain by a former municipal landfill, dating back to
the early 1900’s. The campus includes a peripheral road, an underground
utilities building, which provides heat and air conditioning, and four major
structures, including one that is 94-feet high.

The need and opportunity for my participation occurred shortly after
a three-year study that dealt with international underground pollution
parameters. After meeting with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and University’s agencies, the project management consultant and
representatives of the five architectural/engineering teams, my employer
was selected as the consultant and | made project manager. For this
project, | traveled to Boston more than 20 times.

My duties on the projectincludeddirecting in-situ investigations and landfill
gas testing, criteria development, engineered details, construction safety,
and technical observation. As work proceeded, an old coke production
plant was discovered and an extensive piling relocation was required.
The landfill gas migration control hardware included liner, landfill gas
piping, an infra-red sensor and relay system which activated electrically
operated valves and blowers, permanent monitoring facilities and an
operations and maintenance manual. The hardware was integrated into
the otherwise normal construction. The facility has been safely occupied
since 1974. The same details, were used for construction of the Kennedy
Memorial building on the edge of the same property.

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, COLUMBIA POINT CAMPUS, BOSTON
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Telephone (619) 588-0641
e-mail: ascesd@sdcoxmail.com

Webpage: www.asce-sd.org
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Introduction

Welcome to this inaugural issue of the American Society of Civil Engineers, San Diego
Section, Life Members Memoirs! We are excited to present this publication as part of
the San Diego Section’s Centennial Celebration of 2015. The San Diego Section has
embarked on a major effort to celebrate our 100th anniversary of Civil Engineering
excellence in the greater San Diego area. Over the past 100 years, our members have
dramatically influenced the built and natural landscape in San Diego and Imperial
Counties. This centennial anniversary will celebrate the historical achievements and
public contributions made possible by the many local civil engineers.

A Centennial Committee was formed to plan the special events and produce memorial
items to honor the San Diego Section at this historic landmark. We are hosting many
special events during 2015 to share our pride with the engineering community -
such as the National Engineers Week awards banquet, the Region 9 Infrastructure
Symposium, and culminating with the Centennial Awards Gala at the historic Hotel
Del Coronado.

A Centennial is a time to look back and review the accomplishments of the Section
and remember noteworthy projects in the region. It is also an appropriate time to
look back and remember the contributions and achievements made by our Life
Members over the past years. A Life Member is an individual who has made a lifetime
commitment to ASCE and the civil engineering profession by remaining a member
for the full length of their professional career. Life Membership is attained if you
have reached the age of 65 years, and have paid dues in any membership grade
except Student Member for at least 35 years, and have had 10 years of continuous
membership immediately preceding the attainment of Life Member.

To honor our Life Members we are publishing this special collection of memoirs
highlighting their contributions to the civil engineering profession in the San Diego
Region. This is the first time the San Diego Section has attempted to compile the
memoirs of our Life Members. The San Diego Section currently has approximately
300 Life Members.

The memoirs are listed chronologically in order by the year in which they were inducted
as a Life Member. The memoirs were prepared three different ways. Some were
prepared by the Life Member themselves. Some were dictated and then transcribed.
And lastly, some were prepared by others after the Life Member had passed away.

We would like to thank the following that so generously gave of their efforts and
support in creating this special collection of memoirs:

Jeniene Knight CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE CHAIR
Steve FitzWilliam ASCE SAN DIEGO SECTION PRESIDENT
Karibia Baillargeon ASCE YMF
Elizabeth Schroth-Nichols ASCE YMF
Jennifer Scott ASCE YMF
Kerri Kress RICK ENGINEERING COMPANY
Our hopes are that this publication will become a “living document” and that it be

periodically updated to reflect new Life Members and capture some of the previous
members that we weren’t able to include with this initial printing.

Dave Akers % Tim Murphy(d 4 %;J
SECTION

PAST-PRESIDENT ASCE SAN DIEGO SECTION PAST-PRESIDENT ASCE SAN DIEGO
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Jacob

Dekema
DIST. M.ASCE

EDUCATION
B.S. Civil Engineering,
University of Southern California, 1937

REGISTRATION
Registered Professional Engineer,
California

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) - Life Member; Past President

American Public Works Association
(APWA) - Top Ten Leader of the Year,
1972

San Diego Highway Development
Association (SDHDA) - Advisory Board

JACOB DEKEMA

1980

You may have heard the name Jacob Dekema before. If not, take a closer
look as you drive around San Diego, in particular Interstate 805, also
known as the Jake Dekema Freeway. In many people’s opinion, every
freeway in San Diego could be called the Jake Dekema Freeway. When
asked what it is like to have a freeway named after him, Mr. Jacob Dekema
says that it “feels pretty nice”. Dekema has certainly left a lasting mark on
the freeway systems and infrastructure of this city through his 25 years of
service for the State of California Department of Transportation.

Dekema was born on the eastern side of the island of Java, Indonesia, and
spent much of his childhood moving - from Indonesia to San Francisco,
Holland, Vancouver, and finally to Los Angeles. He attended Los Angeles
High School and, following his graduation in 1933, enrolled in the
University of Southern California (USC) where he received his Bachelor
of Science degree in Engineering in 1937, graduating with top honors.
He worked a summer job at District 6, building a highway from Fresno
to Yosemite. In 1938 he went to work for the State Division of Highways
District 7 in Los Angeles, and after the Los Angeles flood in the spring of
1938 went to work as a bridge engineer in Sacramento.

During WWII, Dekema served in the Navy as an instructor in the Atlantic
Fleet Training Command, travelling up and down the East Coast. After the
war, Dekema returned to Los Angeles to work in the Bridge Department
in construction. He worked on the Ford Avenue Bridge at Terminal Island
and when he passed the Senior Highway Engineer exam in 1948, he went
to work in District 9 (Bishop) as the District Construction Engineer. As he
was highly sought after, in 1951 Dekema moved back to Sacramento to
work as an Assistant Construction Engineer and then to San Bernardino
for three years.

Dekema was the District Engineer
and later the District Director of
Transportation for the State of
California in charge of developing
the California Freeway and
Expressway System in San Diego,
Imperial, and east Riverside
Counties (District 11) from 1955 to
1980. During this period, Dekema
administered the planning, development, and construction of 485 miles
of this system with minimal public controversy. Few can now recall what
the State Highway System in San Diego County was like when Dekema
took charge of District 11. Only 25 miles of freeway existed — Route 395
in Balboa Park (now State Route 163) and a couple of sections on Route
101 in Chula Vista and Oceanside. No other person has done so much
to change the face of San Diego in such a time span. On February 20,
1982, the 29-mile stretch of Interstate 805 was officially named the Jake
Dekema Freeway to honor the man who spent a quarter-century heading
the San Diego District and is known locally as “Mr. Freeway.”





