ASCE Free Drupal Website Program

Contacts:
Daryl Morais, Senior Manager, Geographic Services
Hannah Clark, Senior Administrator, Geographic Services

[bookmark: _GoBack]ASCE offers free Drupal websites to Sections and Branches.  Drupal uses a web-based content management system (CMS), so you do not need any special software to make updates, just an Internet connection.  The CMS uses what is called a WYSIWYG editor (What You See Is What You Get), which is very similar to Microsoft Word.  The Sections and Branches using the new websites thus far have been pleased and find Drupal easy to use.  The template we use for this program is a global multisite; this means that the navigation menu cannot be changed and there is no customization offered.  The website program’s purpose is to provide free basic no-frills websites to those Sections and Branches that may not have the budget for fancy/customized websites.  

Here are some examples of what other Sections and Branches have done with their sites: 
http://branches.asce.org/nashville/
http://sections.asce.org/akron-canton/
 http://sections.asce.org/tennessee/

Depending on how quickly the content for your site is gathered, the process can be quick.  We ask that you provide some basic content for each of the main pages (About, Contact, Events, etc.) so we can create a frame work for you to build on.  If you already have an existing website we can take the information from that location, or if you’re starting from scratch, we can provide an Xythos folder for you to upload content to.  Once we have all the provided content formatted, we’ll schedule a one-hour Webmaster Training session for anyone who will be making future edits to the website.  After that we hand it over to you to finish up and get comfortable making changes, once you notify us that the site is ready, we link it to the ASCE website as well as our website directory and the website is considered “live”. 

